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FOR VFIC WOMEN WHO ASPIRE to reach the top in their 

professional and personal endeavors, “Starting Now” provided 

them with the perfect opportunity to take another step toward 

that goal. Held at the Richmond Omni on November 7-9, this 

inaugural event brought together a diverse group of nearly seventy 

undergraduate women from fourteen VFIC schools to assess 

their strengths, network with professional women from various 

industries and sectors, and cultivate relationships with peers from 

across the state.

“Hearing our students speak to the group about what they were 

taking away from the summit was truly inspirational,” says Mary-

Beth Johnson, chief operating officer of the VFIC.

“Surrounded by incredible young women on the path toward 

greater leadership, these young women – all juniors and seniors 

– learned about mindfulness in leadership, about prioritizing and 

decision-making, and about how to ask others for help when 

they need it.”
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 AMAZING...INSPIRING...
MEANINGFUL...

In addition to hearing presentations and participating in several 

networking sessions, students had the opportunity to visit 

Dominion Energy and Altria, two major sponsors of the summit. 

Additional sponsors included the Council of Independent Colleges, 

Atlantic Union Bank, and the Jessie Ball duPont Fund. Students 

also toured the Virginia Women’s Monument. In a moment of 

serendipitous timing while summit participants were at the State 

Capitol, a woman was elected as the majority Speaker of the 

House, a first in Virginia history.

“Starting Now” was the result of planning that began more than 

a year ago, and the quality of the program reflects the work of so 

many people. The following comment from one student captures 

the feelings of both students and presenters: “I learned so much 

about what it means to be a woman in the professional workplace. 

It was wonderful to be surrounded by so many intelligent and 

driven young women and to hear from so many accomplished 

professionals. This conference and all I gained from it is something 

I will never forget!”

THE VFIC’S WOMEN’S

LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT



2019 HARRIS AWARDS HONOREES
THE VFIC CELEBRATED faculty accomplishments on November 7 at its annual fall luncheon. Three awards created by the H. Hiter 

Harris family recognize the exceptional teaching and research that take place on VFIC campuses.
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Foundation
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Newton B. Shingleton Foundation
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The VFIC is profoundly grateful for the financial support provided by 

the following companies, philanthropists, and trusts. Their investment in 

today’s students pays dividends for decades to our communities and our 

schools. If you would like to create a Brighter Futures scholarship, please 

contact Mary-Beth Johnson at johnson@vfic.org.

The H. Hiter Harris, Jr. Excellence in 

Undergraduate Teaching Award went 

to Stephen F. Baron, Ph.D., Harry G.M. 

Jopson Professor of Biology, at Bridgewater 

College. Baron joined the Bridgewater 

College faculty in 1995 where he 

currently teaches introductory cell biology, 

microbiology, molecular biology, and a first-

year seminar course. His current research 

interests include biodegradable plastics 

from bacteria and microbial production 

of biofuels. A dedicated instructor, Baron 

adapts his teaching style to make sure he 

engages the various learning styles students 

bring to his classroom. He also serves as a 

mentor to both faculty and students. 

The H. Hiter Harris III Rising Star 

Award recognized Anthony Edwards, 

Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Arabic, at 

Washington and Lee University. Edwards 

joined the Washington and Lee University 

faculty in 2015 as a Visiting Professor of 

Arabic to offer Arabic classes for the first 

time at the university. During his four years 

at the university, Edwards has grown the 

Arabic department and is helping develop 

a thriving Middle Eastern and South Asian 

Studies program. Edwards is passionate 

about his field and takes great care in 

creating an Arabic learning community 

where students flourish.

The H. Hiter Harris III Excellence in 

Instructional Technology Award honored 

Tonya Howe, Ph.D., Literature and 

Languages Professor and Department 

Chair, at Marymount University. Howe’s 

teaching spans the curriculum, from first-

year composition to graduate critical theory. 

She works broadly in eighteenth-century 

British literature and digital humanities 

and has published on topics related to 

film and popular performance art in the 

Enlightenment. She is currently developing 

Literature in Context: An Open Anthology 

of Literature in English, 1660-1830, funded 

by a grant from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities.
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SCHOLARSHIPS



FEBRUARY 9-10, 2020
UNIVERSITY OF LYNCHBURG

LYNCHBURG, VA

TOPIC
“Ethics and Higher Education”

DINNER HONOREE
Kenneth R. Garren, Ph.D.

President, University of Lynchburg

To sponsor a table at the dinner or purchase tickets, contact Kristina 
Preisner at preisner@vfic.org or 804.288.6609. Sponsorship packages 
start at $1000 and individual tickets are $150. You can visit vfic.org

for more sponsorship package information.

Proceeds from the dinner provide scholarships for VFIC students
from the Greater Lynchburg region who demonstrate financial

need and academic promise.
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2020

ETHICS

DINNER

H. HITER HARRIS III WAS 

AWARDED the 2019 Council of 

Independent Colleges (CIC) Charles 

W.L. Foreman Award at the annual 

State Council Meeting in Pittsburgh, 

PA. This award recognizes a college 

president or corporate trustee who has 

demonstrated truly exceptional commitment and leadership in 

support of the advancement of a State Council and/or national 

State Councils network.

Harris is the Managing Director of Harris Williams & Co. He 

has been a VFIC trustee since 2000 and served as board chair 

from 2016 to 2018. Harris graduated from Hampden-Sydney 

College and completed his M.B.A at Harvard University. An 

advocate of independent higher education, Harris is a true VFIC 

champion, supporting numerous VFIC programs. The entire 

VFIC family congratulates Hiter Harris on earning this award for 

his longstanding commitment to our organization and the nearly 

29,000 students we serve.

VFIC TRUSTEE AWARDED 
CIC CHARLES W.L. 
FOREMAN AWARD

GETTING VFIC STUDENTS 
REAL WORLD READY

PREPARING FOR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE FINANCIALLY can be 

a daunting task, and the VFIC is trying to better prepare students 

at its member schools to meet the challenge through a partnership 

with Realworld. Realworld is an online platform that helps students 

and recent graduates transition into life after school. 

 

Through engaging learning modules, Realworld provides a 

comprehensive introduction to some of the more complicated real 

world decisions and experiences such as paying off student loans 

and saving for retirement. Realworld’s online program provides 

students with critical knowledge and skills to thrive in life post-

graduation. The VFIC is committed to supporting students during 

this important life transition and is excited to join other top

schools across the nation in offering this program.

If you are interested in supporting this initiative please contact Matt 

Shank, shank@vfic.org.
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 NEWS FROM OUR MEMBER COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

 SWEET BRIAR COLLEGE
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
and U.S. Senator Mark Warner visited 
Sweet Briar College in September to attend 
the ceremonial ribbon-cutting for the 
school’s 27,000-square foot greenhouse.

 UNIVERSITY OF LYNCHBURG

The University of Lynchburg dedicated a 
new residence hall in October and named it 
Westover Hall, recognizing the name of the 
building where the University was founded 
in 1903.

 UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
The University of Richmond was selected 
as a First Forward institution by the Center 
for First-Generation Student Success. The 
designation recognizes UR’s commitment 
to improving experiences and advancing 
outcomes of first-generation college students.

 VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
A newly launched eSports program enables 
Virginia Wesleyan students to participate in 
video game competitions at the collegiate 
level. Students will begin competing with 
local and national teams this spring. The 
University is a member of the National 
Association of Collegiate eSports (NACE).

 WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY
W&L recently updated its Climate Action 
Plan and exceeded its carbon-reduction 
goals for 2013 and 2020. The latest updates 
keep the university on track to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Also, as of this 
past fall, students may now minor in Law, 
Justice, and Society.

 MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
Marymount University officials are working 
to cement a relationship with Széchenyi 
István University in Hungary. A delegation 
traveled there this past fall to discuss 
student/teacher exchanges, joint research, 
and double degrees.

 RANDOLPH COLLEGE
Randolph College announced that it 
has reduced tuition, room, and board 
approximately 35%. Tuition will drop from 
$40,521 to $25,000, and room and board 
will decrease from $13,580 to $11,000.

 RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE
In 2019, R-MC held its third Caminos a 
La Ciencia/Pathways to Science camp. The 
camp is designed to spark high school-aged 
Latina interest in STEM disciplines. 

 ROANOKE COLLEGE
Roanoke College is a top producer of 
Fulbright Scholars with 21 Fulbright and 
Truman Scholars awarded in the last five 
years. Also, Roanoke recently announced a 
standardized test-optional admissions policy 
for all applicants.

 SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY
Shenandoah University opened its 
new eSports arena this past fall on the 
Winchester campus. The 1,571 square-foot 
space features 12 competitor stations, stage, 
70 spectator seats, broadcasting booth, 
and 12-foot projector screens.  Also, the 
university now offers a Bachelor of 
Science in eSports.

 BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Bridgewater College celebrates the opening 
of the John Kenny Forrer Learning 
Commons in 2020. The College has 
recently launched four graduate programs 
in the areas of athletic training, digital 
media, human resources, and psychology.

 EMORY & HENRY COLLEGE
Emory & Henry College received a 
generous gift of $5 million from The van 
Vlissingen Student Foundation to create 
The van Vlissingen Center for Career and 
Professional Development. 

 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE
Hampden-Sydney College received a 
transformational gift of $30 million from 
Mr. Stanley F. Pauley via The Pauley Family 
Foundation that will support construction 
of a state-of-the-art science facility.

 HOLLINS UNIVERSITY
Hollins officially opened Phase I of the 
university’s new student apartment village 
this past fall, the culmination of eight years 
of planning, fundraising, and construction. 
The four houses that make up Phase I 
represent Hollins’ first new residential 
housing in fifty years.

 MARY BALDWIN UNIVERSITY
Aimee Rose, Mary Baldwin University 
Chief Strategy Officer and Vice President 
of Integrated Communications, received 
the national 2019 American Marketing 
Association Higher Ed Marketer of the Year 
award for her role in recruiting the two 
largest incoming classes in school history.

WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY



VFIC IN OUR COMMUNITY
VFIC REGIONAL MEETING 

IN LYNCHBURG

As part of our effort to meet with 

the board in every region each year, the 

VFIC met with trustees and supporters 

from the Greater Lynchburg area and 

Roanoke region this fall. VFIC President 

Matt Shank shared the foundation’s vision 

and provided an overview of current VFIC 

endeavors, including our effort to enhance 

STEM education, support undergraduate 

research, and prepare students for today’s 

workforce. The group also discussed the 

2020 Ethics Bowl, which will honor Ken 

Garren, president of the University of 

Lynchburg. Lynch Christian is leading the 

effort to recruit sponsors for this signature 

event.  The VFIC was founded in Lynchburg 

in 1952, so our meeting gave us the 

opportunity to reconnect with friends and 

donors in the area. 

STEM EDUCATION 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS

Thanks to grant funding from the 

Council of Independent Colleges, the 

VFIC sponsored three workshops last 

year designed to help our schools enhance 

the quality of science education on their 

campuses. With those workshops complete, 

VFIC schools are now collaborating on a 

variety of projects to improve the quality 

of teaching in the sciences. Educators from 

our fifteen schools are developing an online 

STEM Education Resource portal that will 

enable them to share information on such 

things as best practices, lesson plans, and 

upcoming research. Faculty are also hosting 

monthly webinars on a variety of topics, as 

well as initiating a collaborative research 

project focusing on climate resilience 

in Virginia.
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NEW VFIC TRUSTEES AND COLLEGE PRESIDENTS

Joseph L. Austin, MD
Medical Director

Cardiac Rehabilitation
Carilion Clinic

Victor O. Cardwell
Principal and Chairman
Woods Rogers PLC

David A. Chandler
Senior VP, Virginia Region 

Corporate Banking Manager
BB&T

Bernard A. Niemeier
President and Publisher
Virginia Business Publications, LLC

Carter V. Reid
Civic Leader
Richmond, VA

H. McGuire Riley
President
BAHR Associates, Inc.

Susan K. Still
President of Virginia Banking
American National Bank 

& Trust Company

Mary Allen Waller
Global Director of 

Community Engagement
Markel Corporation

Peter A. Converse
Director
United Bankshares, Inc.

John W. Wells, Ph.D.
President
Emory & Henry College

VFIC ANNUAL FALL 

LUNCHEON 

The VFIC’s fall luncheon and 

awards celebration took place at 

Williams Mullen in Richmond. Stephen 

Moret, president and CEO of the Virginia 

Economic Development Partnership, 

was the luncheon’s keynote speaker. This 

annual event brings together community 

leaders, as well VFIC faculty and presidents, 

to recognize donors and partners who 

support our schools. Their sustained 

generosity accounts for the outstanding 

instruction, research, student recruitment, 

and growth on VFIC’s fifteen campuses 

across the state. During the luncheon, we 

also recognized recipients of the Harris 

family faculty awards for exceptional 

teaching and research. Several students gave 

presentations on research funded by donor-

supported VFIC fellowships.



SWEET BRIAR COLLEGE

VIRGINIA FOUNDATION
FOR INDEPENDENT COLLEGES
901 East Byrd Street, Suite 1625
Richmond, VA 23219

My family and I work very hard to obtain 

the funds needed for me to go to college. 

Support provided by the VFIC helps me 

in more ways than you can imagine. My 

degree and future job rely on generous 

organizations like the VFIC to help make 

ends meet and to ensure my future is

bright. Thank you so much.

Conner Franck
Brighter Futures Scholar 

Hampden-Sydney College, Senior

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

vfic.org


