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VFIC OFFERS $500,000 IN COVID-19 EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE GRANTS
AS COVID-19 CONTINUES TO AFFECT OUR COMMUNITIES, small and large businesses, community organizations, health care
systems, and good neighbors have joined together to support those who need assistance. The VFIC clearly recognized the urgent needs
caused by this crisis, so our executive committee created a $500,000 emergency assistance fund for students on our fifteen campuses.
“As events unfolded, our presidents cancelled athletic events, classes, graduation ceremonies; they wisely closed their schools for the
academic year,” says Matt Shank, president of the VFIC. “Their quick action helped protect students. Our quick response did the same.”
The VFIC invited each of our fifteen schools to submit proposals citing the financial needs they see among their students. And based
on those proposals, each school received up to $33,333 in grant funding from the VFIC to disburse among students. The emergency
assistance funding must be used to support undergraduate students impacted financially by the crisis. Needs included covering the
cost of shelter for foster, homeless, and international students when schools closed urgently or facilitating transportation for students
to return home. Funds also helped students pay for packaging and shipping personal belongings home, as well as providing storage.
Schools must use their funding by August 15, 2020. They must also submit a report indicating how they allocated their funds and the
impact the money had on students.
“We believe that each day brings us closer to resolving the medical aspect of this crisis,” says Shank. “But the financial impact is another
matter. Unexpected expenses, not to mention unanticipated unemployment, can have a long-term financial effect on students and their
families, as well as the communities they call home. Through this funding, the VFIC stands in the gap, providing financial stability in
the lives of our students as we encourage them to look to the future.”
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Congratulations to the 2020 Ethics Bowl champions from Virginia Wesleyan University
(left to right): April Christman; team members Criofan Shaw, Alex Powers, and Anitra
Howard; Loren Loving Marquez, Ph.D. The team’s faculty coordinator was Kathy
Merlock Jackson, Ph.D. (not shown).

President of the University of Lynchburg, Kenneth R. Garren,
Ph.D., (right) was honored at the Ethics Bowl dinner by Matt
Shank, Ph.D., VFIC President.

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY WINS ETHICS BOWL
THE 2020 WELLS FARGO ETHICS BOWL took place on February

years at the helm of the University of Lynchburg, Ken will retire

9-10 at the University of Lynchburg. For the past nineteen years,

on June 30, 2020. The VFIC is grateful that he will continue to co-

Wells Fargo has helped make this prestigious VFIC program

chair the VFIC Ethics Bowl Committee, a position he has held

possible by serving as the event’s Signature Sponsor. Over four

since 2004.

rounds of intense competition, sixteen teams deliberated ethical
cases related to ethics and higher education. Virginia Wesleyan

The VFIC extends a warm and gracious “Thank you!” to all of our

University emerged as champion following the final match.

student teams, faculty coordinators, sponsors, and volunteers. They

Hampden-Sydney College was runner-up.

all helped make this event a success.

Kenneth R. Garren, Ph.D., president of the University of Lynchburg,

It’s never too early to save the date. The 2021 Wells Fargo Ethics

was honored at this year’s Ethics Bowl Dinner for his commitment

Bowl will be held on January 31 and February 1 at Randolph-

to higher education and the Ethics Bowl program. After nineteen

Macon College in Ashland, Virginia.
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBER COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Bridgewater College opened its John Kenny
Forrer Learning Commons in February, a
$13.2 million renovation and expansion of
the Alexander Mack Memorial Library.
EMORY & HENRY COLLEGE
Emory & Henry College announced the
addition of the new Engineering Science
program to its curriculum, as well as
men’s and women’s wrestling as intercollegiate sports. Both will be offered
beginning fall 2020.
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE
Tyler Howerton, a junior majoring in
physics, has been named a Goldwater
Scholar, becoming the fifth HampdenSydney recipient of the prestigious
STEM award in the last seven years.
HOLLINS UNIVERSITY
Mary Dana Hinton, Ph.D., will officially
become Hollins University’s 13th president
on August 1. Currently, she is president of
the College of Saint Benedict in Minnesota.
MARY BALDWIN UNIVERSITY
The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Foundation
designated Mary Baldwin University as
a Social Impact Campus, the result of its
strong commitment to community service
and social entrepreneurship.
MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
Marymount finalized an agreement with
Keypath Education to implement new
online programming, extending the reach
of Marymount University’s curriculum to
a wider national audience, starting in fall
2020 with courses in nursing and education.

RANDOLPH COLLEGE
Randolph College will grow its curriculum
in fall 2020 by debuting several academic
programs. New offerings include a Master
of Arts in Coaching and Sport Leadership,
which is the first of its kind in the Old
Dominion Athletic Conference (ODAC), a
computer science and mathematics major,
a media and culture major, and a cognitive
science minor.
RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE
Randolph-Macon College established an
engineering major that focuses on technical
proficiency, imagination, and real-world
analysis through the study of engineering
mechanics and project-based design.
This major integrates engineering courses
with a rigorous liberal arts curriculum –
an important hallmark of a RandolphMacon education.

SWEET BRIAR COLLEGE
Sweet Briar College’s 27,000-square-foot
greenhouse is nearly complete. It will grow
greens for campus dining and serve as a
learning lab and event space. The riding
center stables are being renovated, thanks
to a $1 million gift.
UNIVERSITY OF LYNCHBURG
In November 2019, the University of
Lynchburg named Dr. Alison MorrisonShetlar its 11th president. Her term starts
in July 2020 upon the retirement of Dr.
Kenneth R. Garren, president since 2001.
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
The University of Richmond was one of
only twenty institutions to be honored
as a top producer of both Fulbright U.S.
students and scholars in 2019-20. Two
faculty and four students received awards.

ROANOKE COLLEGE
Roanoke College announced new majors.
Soon students can major in data science.
They will also be able to choose from two
paths in the education major, classroom
teaching and professional studies for both
elementary and secondary education.

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
Virginia Wesleyan is joining with
Sentara College of Health Sciences to
offer a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.
Construction is underway on Oxford
Village housing, and renovation has
begun on the future TowneBank Arena.

SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY
Shenandoah University announced the
addition of men’s wrestling as its 22nd
intercollegiate athletic program. Tim
McGuire, a former Marquette University
standout, is the team’s head coach. The
team is scheduled for its first season of
competition in fall 2020.

WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY
Three scholars and eight students from
Washington and Lee University were
awarded Fulbright awards for 2019-2020.
W&L is among twenty institutions in the
country to be named a top producer for
both the Fulbright U.S. Student and
Scholar programs.
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VFIC LAUNCHES
NEW WEBSITE
“Our vision at the VFIC is to be the leading
proponent for private higher education in
Virginia,” says foundation president, Matt Shank.
“That means we need to make sure the schools
and students we serve understand and have
access to the many resources we offer.”
Filled with images of students and faculty on
our campuses across Virginia, the new website
communicates the distinctive strengths of VFIC
schools. It also enables individuals, foundations,
and corporations to see firsthand how their funding is invested wisely in
student scholarships, research fellowships, and select capital improvements.

The VFIC is profoundly grateful for the financial support provided by the following

SCHOLARSHIPS

companies, philanthropists, and trusts. Their investment in today’s students pays dividends
for decades to our communities and our schools.
If you would like to create a Brighter Futures scholarship, please contact Mary-Beth Johnson
at johnson@vfic.org.
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