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Virginia Union University was founded in 1865 to provide

newly emancipated slaves with an opportunity for education

and advancement. Today, the university offers a broad range

of educational opportunities that advances liberal arts education, 

teaching, research, science, technology, continuing education, 

civic engagement, and international experiences. Virginia Union 

University is nourished by its African 

American heritage and energized by a 

commitment to excellence and diversity.

“It’s impossible to overstate my enthusiasm 

for Virginia Union’s membership to the 

Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges,” says Gary 

Thomson, founder and president of Thomson Consulting and 

chairman of the VFIC board of directors. “While I believe Virginia 

Union will benefit from being part of a consortium of notable 

institutions, I even more firmly believe our organization will 

benefit from Virginia Union’s talented executive leadership, 

dedicated faculty and staff, as well as the engaged student body.”

NEWEST MEMBER OF VFIC
VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY BECOMES

VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY

VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY, AN HBCU LOCATED IN 

RICHMOND, officially became the sixteenth member of the 

Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges (VFIC) on July 1, 

2021. This new affiliation is the result of a conversation that began 

two years ago among VFIC board members, and it recognizes the 

shared missions of Virginia Union and the other fifteen schools 

in the VFIC consortium: to teach a broadly 

pragmatic liberal arts and sciences education 

in environments that value and encourage 

ethical leadership and responsible citizenship.

“Virginia Union University offers students 

the promise of a limitless future, and so we are pleased to join the 

consortium of VFIC colleges and universities,” says Dr. Hakim 

J. Lucas, President and CEO of Virginia Union University. “Our 

aim, like that of other VFIC schools, is to provide a top-quality 

and affordable education as we prepare tomorrow’s global

leaders. Virginia’s private colleges and universities offer a unique

academic experience and are critical to the creation of a diverse

and inclusive workforce.”

“Virginia Union University offers students

the promise of a limitless future, and so we

are pleased to join the consortium of VFIC

colleges and universities.”

- DR. HAKIM J. LUCAS, PRESIDENT AND CEO



RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE: THE H. HITER HARRIS FAMILY AWARDS
On November 4, three VFIC faculty from our consortium of colleges and universities received H. Hiter Harris Family awards at a special 

board meeting and awards presentation. These awards were created by the Harris family to recognize faculty whose professional history 

reflects a strong and abiding commitment to excellence in classroom teaching within the undergraduate liberal arts and sciences.

Deborah Miranda, Ph.D., Thomas H. 
Broadus, Jr. Professor of English, Emeritus, 
Washington & Lee University, received the 
2021 Libby and Hiter Harris Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching Award. Miranda is 
an enrolled member of the Ohlone-Costanoan 
Esselen Nation of the Greater Monterey Bay 
Area in California, with Santa Ynez Chumash 
ancestry. Her mixed-genre book Bad Indians: 
A Tribal Memoir received the 2015 PEN-
Oakland Josephine Miles Literary Award, a 
Gold Medal from the Independent Publishers 
Association, and was short-listed for the 
William Saroyan Literary Award. She is also 
the author of four poetry collections, coeditor 
of Sovereign Erotics: A Collection of Two-
Spirit Literature, and her work has appeared 
in many anthologies. As a professor, Miranda 
taught literature of the margins and creative 
writing. Now as Professor Emeritus, she is an 
independent scholar working on California 
Mission history and literatures. 

Cassandra Good, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of History, Marymount 
University, received the 2021 H. Hiter 
Harris III Rising Star Award. Good teaches 
courses on American history before 1877, 
public history, and historical research & 
writing. She received her Ph.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania and previously 
worked as Associate Editor of the Papers 
of James Monroe as well as in several 
roles at the Smithsonian Institution. 
Her first book, Founding Friendships: 
Friendships Between Men and Women 
in the Early American Republic won the 
Organization of American Historians’ 
Mary Jurich Nickliss Prize in U.S. women’s 
and/or gender history in 2016. Good’s 
research has been supported by fellowships 
from a number of institutions, including 
Mount Vernon, the Library Company of 
Philadelphia, and the National Endowment 
for Humanities.

Stephanie Spera, Ph.D., Assistant Professor 
of Geography and the Environment, 
University of Richmond, received the 
2021 H. Hiter Harris III Excellence in 
Instructional Technology Award. Spera 
is an environmental scientist whose 
research is focused on disentangling the 
relationships between people, landscapes, 
and climate. Spera is interested in how 
and to what extent humans are modifying 
the landscape; what is driving changes in 
land cover; how these changes are affecting 
the environment; and how humans are, in 
turn, responding to these changes. Spera 
is also passionate about teaching, science 
communication, and outreach, and loves 
sharing science with people of all ages in 
classrooms, museums, and science-themed 
pub nights.
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After months of planning, students, faculty, and volunteers from 

more than a dozen colleges and universities across the state hit 

the streets in July to collect data about how heat varies across 

communities. This campaign, dubbed Heat Watch, was part of 

a statewide effort to understand where residents are most at risk 

during extreme heat waves.

By creating high resolution descriptions of temperature and 

humidity readings across urban areas, the research team aimed

to engage local communities in an effort to address the inequitable 

threat of extreme heat. The project also focused on helping us 

better understand the relationships between urban microclimates 

and ecosystems and our general well-being.

Community science initiatives such as heat mapping have 

contributed immensely to our understanding of how environmental 

stressors are not felt equally across communities here in the 

commonwealth. By supporting these community-focused projects, 

our colleges and universities not only help students connect science 

theory with real-life resiliency strategies they can apply in their 

communities, but they also build social cohesion and help train 

the future green workforce.

HEAT WATCH CAMPAIGN CONNECTS SCIENCE WITH 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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AEP Foundation 

Altria

Anonymous

Eugene M. Bane Charitable Trust

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

A. Lea Booth Fund

Camp Foundation

Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation

Council of Independent Colleges Scholars 

through its CIC/UPS Educational Endowment

CIC/Sage Scholars 

Walter and Beese Craigie Fund

Dollar Tree 

Dominion Energy

Ferguson Enterprises

Bob and Charlotte Gammon Fund

The Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hands 

Foundation 

Anne and Til Hazel

HRH Endowed Scholarship Fund

Landmark Foundation

Thomas J. Lennon Fund

Luck Companies

Markel Corporation

Mars Foundation

T. Justin Moore Fund

John D. Munford Fund

New River Electrical

Moses D. Nunnally, Jr. Charitable Trust

Anne Carter & W.R. Robins, Jr. Foundation

Robins Family Fund

SageView 

Newton B. Shingleton Foundation

Donald G. and Barbara B. Smith Fund

The J. Edwin Treakle Foundation 

Truist Foundation 

Universal Corporation

Virginia Bankers Association Education Foundation 

VFIC 50th Anniversary Fund

Williams Mullen

The VFIC is profoundly grateful for the financial support provided by the following companies, 
philanthropists, and trusts for the 2021-22 academic year. Their investment in today’s students pays 

dividends for decades to our communities and our schools. If you would like to create a Brighter Futures scholarship, please contact Mary-Beth Johnson at 
johnson@vfic.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS

SUPPORT THE VFIC ANNUAL FUND 
FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
IF VFIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ARE GOING TO ATTRACT THE BEST 

AND BRIGHTEST STUDENTS from a limited number of prospects who are choosing 

to pursue higher education, we need to meet the demands of tomorrow’s students today. 

That means providing them with an affordable education that offers academic rigor and 

develops practical skills.

At the VFIC, we have always been committed to providing students with access to an 

excellent education, as well as the opportunities and resources they need to succeed both in 

the classroom and, upon graduation, in the workforce. Your support makes that possible. 

You have demonstrated your commitment to these students and their futures by supporting 

the VFIC over the years.

We’d like you to sustain that commitment by making a gift to the VFIC’s Annual Fund for 

Academic Excellence. This year, our goal is to raise $2 million.

Please contact Matt Shank (shank@vfic.org) about ways you can invest in the educational 

opportunities our colleges and universities provide. You can also make your gift online by 

visiting vfic.org and clicking “Donate.” We provide you with a list of options for making 

your donation quickly and simply.

Through your gift to the VFIC’s Annual Fund for Academic Excellence, you support 

educational programs and experiences that distinguish our colleges and universities. But 

even more important, you provide the resources students need to achieve their goals and 

lead lives of service and distinction.

MARY BALDWIN UNIVERSITY
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 NEWS FROM OUR MEMBER COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

 UNIVERSITY OF LYNCHBURG

The University of Lynchburg inaugurated 
its 11th president, Alison Morrison-Shetlar. 
The event capped off a week of activities 
and was followed by carnival.

 UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
Kevin F. Hallock became the 11th president 
of the University of Richmond. Hallock, 
an economist and compensation and labor 
market scholar, previously served as the 
dean of Cornell University’s SC Johnson 
College of Business.

 VIRGNIA UNION UNIVERSITY
VUU’s Biology Department was awarded a 
two-year grant valued at $200K from the 
National Science Foundation to support 
research experiences to strengthen and 
implement cooperative learning strategies 
that promote student engagement in 
research opportunities.

 VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
Virginia Wesleyan concluded its capital 
campaign, Transformation Now, raising 
$167M—exceeding its goal of $125M. The 
campaign’s capstone was the creation of an 
$80.2M endowment for the environmentally 
focused Batten Honors College of VWU.

 WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY
W&L reported a record number of nationally 
competitive fellowships awards for the ‘20-21 
academic year including nine Fulbright grants, 
seven Gilman Scholarships, two Boren Scholarships 
and six Critical Language Scholarships.

 RANDOLPH COLLEGE
Randolph launched its TAKE2 curriculum 
model this fall, the only one of its kind 
in the southeast. In addition, the College 
finished the multi-year renovation and 
expansion of its Michels Athletic Center 
this fall with the opening of a newly 
refurbished pool facility.

 RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE
Randolph-Macon College broke ground 
on Duke Hall, a new home for its Master 
of Science in Physician Assistant Studies 
program and many new facilities for R-MC 
Athletics.

 ROANOKE COLLEGE
Roanoke College announced a series of 
measures to strengthen the value and 
accessibility of a Roanoke education, 
including a new published tuition price and 
support for student exploration of purpose, 
life and career.

 SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY
Shenandoah University defensive back 
Haley Van Voorhis ‘25 is the first woman in 
the U.S. to play NCAA college football in a 
non-special-teams position. 

 SWEET BRIAR COLLEGE
This fall, Sweet Briar College welcomed 
over 200 new students from 42 states and 
19 different countries, which has brought 
the total student body to over 450.

 BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Bridgewater College announced its first 
endowed, named school, the Bonnie Forrer 
and John Harvey Rhodes School of Arts 
and Humanities.

 EMORY & HENRY COLLEGE
Emory & Henry is launching a Student 
Success Center with additional roles that 
will help students connect to resources and 
create strategic plans to meet their goals.

 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE
An $11M estate gift to H-SC will establish 
the Hurt Science Scholars program, 
providing scholarship and summer research 
support annually for a cohort of students.

 HOLLINS UNIVERSITY

Hollins University has launched HOPE, a 
program supporting young women from 
the Roanoke region who wish to pursue a 
Hollins degree with zero tuition debt.

 MARY BALDWIN UNIVERSITY

MBU has recently announced two key 
executive leadership appointments: Andrea 
Cornett-Scott was named the university’s 
inaugural chief diversity officer and William 
Webb the chief online officer.

 MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
Marymount University has partnered with 
Netflix and 2U to offer three fully online 
tech boot camps in Data Science, Java 
Engineering and UX/UI, all at no cost to 
accepted students. 

SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY
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NEW VFIC TRUSTEES AND SCHOOL PRESIDENTS

Lauren Fisher White
Partner
Christian & Barton, LLP

Kevin F. Hallock, Ph.D.
President 
University of Richmond

Hakim J. Lucas, Ph.D.
President & CEO 
Virginia Union University

Benita Thompson-Byas
Senior Vice President/
Vice Chair of the Board 
Thompson Hospitality

 ETHICS BOWL | JANUARY 30-31, 2022
Randolph-Macon College  |  Ashland, VA  |  Topic: “Pandemic Ethics”

Dinner Honoree: Thomas E. Goode, Regional Private Bank Manager, Senior VP, Wells Fargo

If you are interested in volunteering as a judge or moderator at the event or are interested in sponsoring a table or purchasing 

tickets for the Sunday dinner, contact Kristina Preisner at preisner@vfic.org. Sponsorship packages start at $1,000 and 

individual tickets are $150. 

Proceeds from the dinner provide scholarships for VFIC students from the Greater Richmond area who demonstrate financial 
need and academic promise.

NEARLY SEVENTY WOMEN from fourteen of our colleges and universities 
– all juniors and seniors – gathered in Richmond on October 28 – 30 for the 
2021 VFIC Women’s Leadership Development Summit. Over three days, 
women and leaders of all ages, backgrounds, and professions practiced the 
socialization of leadership – sharing ideas, developing strategies, encouraging 
personal growth, and instilling confidence.

“Our strategy,” according to Mary-Beth Johnson, chief operating officer of the VFIC and organizer of the summit, “is to help the under-
graduate women who attend our member colleges and universities cultivate their leadership potential at the same time our schools 
develop their intellectual capacity and broaden their career options.”

One way the Women’s Leadership Development Summit accomplishes these goals is by encouraging women to reach for the top by 
routinely engaging in conversations about leadership earlier in their lives . . . and certainly before they begin their career journey.

During the conference, attendees participated in a variety of forums, 
discussions, and workshops, including “Leadership Lessons from 
Trailblazing Women,” “The Art of Leading,” “Leading Through
Conflict,” “Empowering Your Career,” and “Leadership in the Public 
Sector.” Presenters came from an array of sectors – corporate,
nonprofit, political, and small business. The summit was sponsored
by generous support from Dominion Energy, Graham Holdings,
Silvercrest Asset Management/Palmer P. Garson, TowneBank, and 
Virginia Business.

“VFIC colleges and universities have always made a concerted effort 
to instill in their female undergraduates the determination and desire to embrace the challenge of leadership,” says Johnson. “This year’s 
summit demonstrates our commitment to helping women ascend to the top of the leadership ladder.”

VFIC HOSTS PREMIER 
THREE-DAY WOMEN’S 
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Russ Ellett
President and CEO
Excel Truck Group



ROANOKE COLLEGE
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Richmond, VA 23219

As part of a statewide heat-mapping 

effort led by the VFIC, I was able

to get hands-on research experience

by spending this past summer 

collecting data on the hottest parts

of Bridgewater and Harrisonburg, 

Virginia. This research will help local

and state leaders in future city 

planning initiatives.

Trevor B., ‘23
Bridgewater College

VFIC Heat Watch 

Student Volunteer

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

vfic.org
804.288.6609




