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The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges Recognizes  

Three Outstanding Faculty with H. Hiter Harris Family Awards 

 

Richmond, VA – The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges recognized the accomplishments 

of three faculty members from the VFIC consortium of schools for their dedication to higher education and 

student success on November 3 at the VFIC Annual Fall Luncheon & Harris Family Awards 

Presentation at Williams Mullen in Richmond, VA. During this event the Libby and Hiter Harris Excellence in 

Undergraduate Teaching Award, the H. Hiter Harris III Rising Star Award, and the H. Hiter Harris III 

Excellence in Instructional Technology Award were presented. 

 

Michael Wolyniak, Ph.D, McGavacks Professor of Biology, Hampden-Sydney College, received the 

2022 Libby and Hiter Harris Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award. Wolyniak received his B.A. 

from Colgate University in 1998, his Ph.D. in genetics from Cornell University in 2004, and was a 

postdoctoral fellow at the Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth from 2004-2009. At Hampden-Sydney 

College, he has received the Cabell Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2012, the John Peter Mettauer 

Award for Excellence in Research in 2013, the Thomas Edward Crawley Award for service to the College 

and its ideals in 2017, and the Senior Class Award in 2019. Wolyniak’s research focuses on the 

implementation of research experiences into undergraduate coursework and has been supported by several 

grants from the National Science Foundation. He has played a leading role in the development and 

implementation of the VFIC’s “Heat Watch” project, a 10-institution joint undergraduate research project for 

better understanding and responding to the effects of heat islands across Virginia. He has served on the 

Education Committee of the American Society for Cell Biology and is Past President of the Virginia Academy 

of Science. Wolyniak is currently a Councilor and Vice-Chair of the Biology Division of the Council on 

Undergraduate Research (CUR), a member of the Science Outreach Committee of the American Society for 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and a Fellow with the Partnership for Undergraduate Life Sciences 

Education (PULSE). 

 

Mary Jane Carmichael, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies, Hollins 

University, received the 2022 H. Hiter Harris III Rising Star Award. Carmichael began her career as a high 

school science teacher in 2004 in the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Public Schools. After six years in the 

secondary classroom, she returned to school to pursue an advanced degree, with a goal of becoming a 

faculty member at a small, liberal arts institution. She received a M.S. in biology from Appalachian State 

University in 2012, and then returned to her alma mater, Wake Forest University, where she earned her 

Ph.D. in biology in 2017. Carmichael joined the faculty at Hollins University in 2017, and she was this year’s 

recipient of the Herta T. Freitag Faculty Legacy Award. As a microbial ecologist turned biogeochemist, she 
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is broadly interested in the direct and indirect links between above- and belowground processes. 

Understanding the connectivity between these two systems is a critical component of our ability to predict 

the response of ecosystems to global climate change. Carmichael’s research has taken her from the 

mountains to the sea, from belly crawling in caves in eastern Tennessee to mucking through wetlands in 

coastal North Carolina. While at Hollins she has continued to pursue unanswered questions from her 

dissertation work and has supported student research on a variety of topics, from the human microbiome, to 

cave ecology, to the physiological ecology of high-elevation spruce-fir forests of the Appalachian Mountains.  

 

Eric Bubar, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Engineering, Marymount University, received the 2022 H. 

Hiter Harris III Excellence in Instructional Technology Award. Bubar has a formal degree in Applied 

Physics from Clemson University with a research concentration in Stellar Astrophysics. He now applies 

these general research skills as the founding Associate Professor of Engineering at Marymount University in 

the development of open source solutions for individuals in need of assistive technologies by using hobbyist 

microcontrollers, electronics and 3D printing/design. Through this work Bubar has collaborated with 

individuals worldwide (largely through eNABLE and the Alliance for Project Based Learning Solutions) to 

create and deploy upper limb assistive devices in situations where medically validated devices are 

unavailable. Through his research lab at Marymount University, Bubar creates solutions to problems as 

diverse as adapting devices to allow children with limb differences to play musical instruments to creating 

tools to aid police officers with rehabilitation exercises. Most recently he has brought a virtual reality 

development lab to the university where he designs virtual reality STEM-themed escape rooms and works 

with the Marymount Center for Optimal Aging to create gamified rehabilitation/exercise experiences and 

simulations allowing practice of ADLs (Activities of Daily Living). 

 

The Harris awards were generously created through endowments by the Harris family. The Harris 

family endowed these awards to highlight the special features of VFIC colleges and universities by 

recognizing faculty members “whose professional history reflects a strong, clear and abiding commitment to 

excellence in classroom teaching within the undergraduate liberal arts and sciences.” Recipients of each of 

these awards also receive a stipend to support their scholarly research and professional development 

activities. 

 

About the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges 

Established in 1952, the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges (VFIC) aims to advance the 

distinctive values and strengths of the sixteen colleges across Virginia that make up our consortium. We 

accomplish this mission by generating financial support for our schools – more than $170 million since our 

inception. Leveraging those resources, we establish and administer a range of programs that help our 

schools attract the best and brightest, create a vibrant and rigorous educational experience, prepare 

students for a fulfilling career, and cultivate responsible leaders for the communities they call home. 

 

The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges supports the programs and students of the following 

sixteen leading independent colleges in the Commonwealth: Bridgewater College, Emory & Henry College, 

Hampden-Sydney College, Hollins University, Mary Baldwin University, Marymount University, Randolph 

College, Randolph-Macon College, Roanoke College, Shenandoah University, Sweet Briar College, 

University of Lynchburg, University of Richmond, Virginia Union University, Virginia Union University, 

Virginia Wesleyan University, and Washington and Lee University.  For additional information on the VFIC, 

visit www.vfic.org. 


