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The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges Recognizes  

Six Outstanding Faculty with H. Hiter Harris Family Awards 

 

Richmond, VA – The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges recognized the accomplishments of six 

faculty members from the VFIC consortium of schools for their dedication to higher education and student success 

on November 2 at the VFIC Annual Fall Luncheon & Harris Family Awards Presentation at Williams Mullen in 

Richmond, VA. During this event the Libby and Hiter Harris Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award (2), the 

H. Hiter Harris III Rising Star Award (2), and the H. Hiter Harris III Excellence in Instructional Technology Award (2) 

were presented. 

 

Audra L. Gollenberg, Ph.D, Professor of Public Health and Department Chair, Human and Environmental 

Health and Policy, Shenandoah University and Morgan Wilson, Ph.D., Professor of Biology, Hollins University, 

received the 2023 Libby and Hiter Harris Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Awards. 

 

Audra L. Gollenberg is Professor of Public Health and Department Chair of the Department of Human and 

Environmental Health and Policy at Shenandoah University. She completed her Ph.D. in Epidemiology & 

Biostatistics at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst School of Public Health and Health Sciences in 2008. 

She worked to build the new undergraduate public health program at Shenandoah University as an interdisciplinary 

one that trains students to be next-generation problem-solvers. As a faculty member, she has won numerous 

accolades including the Transformative Teaching Award (2023) through Shenandoah University’s Center for 

Transformative Teaching and Learning, the COVID-19 Wilkins Award for outstanding leadership and contributions 

to the University during the COVID-19 pandemic (2021), and multiple research and mentoring awards highlighting 

her professional contributions to her field.    

 

Morgan Wilson is a professor of biology at Hollins University and teaches courses in both the Biology and 

Environmental Studies programs. Trained as a physiological ecologist, much of his research has focused on the 

physiology and behavior of birds.  However, his field-based invertebrate zoology course, directed research with 

students, and an immersive field-based course in the Caribbean have led him to expand his research interests to 

include freshwater macroinvertebrates and the dynamics of coral reefs.  His research has taken him to the edge of 

the Arctic, the Appalachian Mountains, the Mississippi Delta, the prairie pothole region of North Dakota, and coral 

reefs of the Caribbean.   

 

Ryan Brindle, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Cognitive and Behavioral Science and Neuroscience, 

Washington and Lee University and Aslan Lotfi, Assistant Professor of Analytics & Operations, Robins School of 

Business, University of Richmond, received the 2023 H. Hiter Harris III Rising Star Awards. 

 

Ryan Brindle is an assistant professor of Cognitive and Behavioral Science and Neuroscience at 

Washington and Lee University. His research examines the impact of mental stress on health and disease. In 

particular he is interested in understanding how individual differences in biological (e.g., blood pressure, heart rate) 
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reactions to mental stress relate to mental and physical health. He also conducts research examining how stress 

impacts sleep and whether sleep can buffer the negative impact of stress and improve health. 

 

Aslan Lotfi is an Assistant Professor of Analytics & Operations at the Robins School of Business at the 

University of Richmond. Aslan received a Ph.D. in Information Systems from the Debbie and Jerry Ivy College of 

Business at Iowa State University. Falling under the broad realm of predictive analytics and modeling, Aslan's 

current research studies the diffusion of a behavior of interest in a target population and factors influencing 

individuals to commit the behavior. Endeavoring to implement his research to guide and enhance his teaching, 

Aslan teaches various contents, including business analytics, database management, business statistics, and 

programming.  

 

David Pfaff, Director, Integrative and Quantitative Center (IQ Center), Washington & Lee University, and 

Amanda Romjue, Assistant Professor of Spanish and Co-Chair, World Languages, Emory & Henry College, 

received the 2023 H. Hiter Harris III Excellence in Instructional Technology Awards.  

 

David Pfaff is the Director of the Integrative and Quantitative Center (IQ Center) at Washington and Lee 

University. He earned his B.S. in Digital Media Production from James Madison University in 2012 and assumed 

the role of the inaugural manager of the IQ Center in 2013. Throughout his tenure, he has been dedicated to 

facilitating innovative technology integration in academic settings, assisting faculty in enhancing their courses and 

research. Pfaff has presented widely at conferences related to technological innovation and interdisciplinary 

integration and has actively contributed to research projects spanning the sciences and humanities. 

 

Amanda Romjue is an Assistant Professor of Spanish and co-chair of the Department of World 

Languages at Emory & Henry College. She received her BA in Spanish, MA in Romance Languages, and EdS in 

Higher Education from Appalachian State University. She earned her PhD from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

in 2016 where she studied second language acquisition and instructional technology. Intercultural learning and 

accessibility are of the most vital importance for Amanda in her classes and her research. Beyond learning to speak 

Spanish, she wants her students to be open to finding the common ground to build relationships with others around 

the world.  

 

The Harris awards were generously created through endowments by the Harris family. The Harris family 

endowed these awards to highlight the special features of VFIC colleges and universities by recognizing faculty 

members “whose professional history reflects a strong, clear and abiding commitment to excellence in classroom 

teaching within the undergraduate liberal arts and sciences.” Recipients of each of these awards also receive a 

stipend to support their scholarly research and professional development activities. This year, the number of 

awardees was expanded to two winners for each award. 

 

About the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges 

Established in 1952, the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges (VFIC) aims to advance the distinctive 

values and strengths of the seventeen colleges across Virginia that make up our consortium. We accomplish this 

mission by generating financial support for our schools – more than $170 million since our inception. Leveraging 

those resources, we establish and administer a range of programs that help our schools attract the best and 

brightest, create a vibrant and rigorous educational experience, prepare students for a fulfilling career, and cultivate 

responsible leaders for the communities they call home. 

 

The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges supports the programs and students of the following seventeen 

leading independent colleges in the Commonwealth: Bridgewater College, Emory & Henry College, Hampden-

Sydney College, Hampton University, Hollins University, Mary Baldwin University, Marymount University, Randolph 

College, Randolph-Macon College, Roanoke College, Shenandoah University, Sweet Briar College, University of 

Lynchburg, University of Richmond, Virginia Union University, Virginia Union University, Virginia Wesleyan 

University, and Washington and Lee University.  For additional information on the VFIC, visit www.vfic.org. 
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